
 

This is a digital copy of the original 1896 edition of The Story of Algiers, 

now fifth district of New Orleans, the past and the present, 1718-1896, 

written by Wm. H. Seymour and published by the Algiers Democrat 

Publishing Company. This book is in the public domain. The copy used to 

render this searchable edition is in the library of George L. Buhler Jr.  

 

This digital version is available for distribution at the website “The Buhler 

Family, Ancestors and Descendants of Peter Anton Buhler of New 

Orleans, Louisiana.” www.buhler-family.net 

 

This edition is offered free of charge for non-commercial use. Please 

maintain the buhler-family.net watermark on whole or partial reuse of this 

edition. Please attribute any use of this edition to buhler-family.net.  

 

Questions about this digital edition can be sent to info@buhler-family.net.  
 

 

 

George S. Seymour (1923-1959) was the grandson of Wm. H. Seymour 

(1840-1913). Shirley Mae Buhler (1928-1972) was the great-grand 

daughter of Peter Anton Buhler (1825-1874). George S. Seymour and 

Shirley Mae Buhler were married in 1948. Documented family charts can 

be found at www.buhler-family.net. 

 

 



STORY OF ALGIERS,
NOW

Fifth District of New Orleans.

The Past and the Present,

WM. H. SEYMOUR.

(LIMITED EDITION)

ALGIERS DEMOCRAT PUBLISHING Co., LTD.

1896.

1718. 1896.

THE



PREFACE.

These reminiscences of the past it has seemed to me. a duty to
record. An actor therein, circumstances afforded me exceptional
advantages for a better view. I have, in many cases, been a witness
to the. facts alleged, or have obtained them from reliable sources.

The story extends from French Bienville to American Claiborne,
and thence to the present day. Commencing from the period when
superstitution cast a weird veil of mystery over the great river which
surrounds us, and Indian legends peopled every nook of the section,
with fantastic creations of untutored fancy. Jesuit and Cavalier,
Frenchman and Spaniard, Canadian and Yankee, natives of all
climes, in our early day, intrigued and planned on. this soil. What
wonder, after this record, that it is so richly varied, so charming,
so unique? History simp/y repeats itself — as sound mores in
waves.

I have confined my story, and not attempted, for fear of tiring
the reader, to relate every incident of the past, It has been written
after many a weary days' duties hare ceased, when the residents of
our busy district were in slumber. If the perusal of these pages
proves of interest to the reader, then may / hope the story and other
data hare not been given in vain.

W. H. SEYMOUR.



T H I S town, known by its corporate title as the Fif th district of New Orleans,
is a part of all that portion of the parish of Orleans on the right bank of the
Mississippi river, commencing at the parish line of Jefferson, has a front upon
the river of thirteen and a half miles, to within a short distance of the English

turn by a depth of about three miles.
Comprised within that area are also included the towns of McDonogh and Tu-

nisburg, several sugar plantations, many orange groves, cultivated gardens, dry
docks, two railroads, one of which, with its connections, ends with the Golden Gate
of the far away Pacific coast, evidencing truly that "westward the course of empire
takes its way." The entire district has a population exceeding 16,000 people.

As a place of residence Algiers is most delightfully situated within a narrow
elbow of the river, which makes the wide crescent on the city side. It has, there-
fore, a freer sweep of the air than the most famous localities of New Orleans. It
is cooler and purer in atmosphere than in the city.

The first authentic reference to the place is by Le Page du Pratz, probably the
earliest historian of our State, who was superintendent of the Kings plantation
in 1718, by appointment of Louis, King of France, the tract embraced all land
from the fort at Plaquemincs to the Indian village of Chetimachas (now Donald-
sonville), thence to Fort Rosalie, now the cite of Natchez, the section alluded to
bearing at one time the name, also, of the "Company's Plantation.' Rice, corn and
indigo were raised for account of the company, and even exportation to the
Spanish garrison at Pensacola. Eventually the laborers, African negroes, were all
disposed of to planters on the German coast, now known as St. James and St.
Charles parishes.

History, traditions and romance tell us that Bienvil le found the Indian village
of Tchou-Tchouma, in 1718, where ihe Bayou St. John bridge is now located.
Years pass on. The Baron Carondelet, Spanish governor of the provinces, selected
his country house near the present corner of Carondelet street and the Delord plan-
tation line, whilst his good dame, le baronne, planted her roses a block further
back. Etienne de Bore and the Jesuit fathers cult ivated about the same period,
1794, their sugar cane, and planted their oaks upon the ground where Farragut,
Grant and Batiks, one April day rested their forces in 1863. Later on, a l i t t le over a
a score of years, and we behold upon the spot a cotton centennial exposition, with
tributes from all portions of the globe, and view with reverence the old Liberty
Bell of 1776. A new St. Charles hotel has arisen for the third time upon the iden-
tical spot where old Mr. Percy planted his vegetables in 1800, for consumption in
the vieux carre, below the canal, which was subsequently filled, now the most
charming boulevard of the South.

Our city journals sometime past gave an interesting account of the electric
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power-house just completed on Marigny and Chartres street, but lovers of the old
hallowed memories of the past have not forgotten that upon the same identical
Site, just a century ago, stood the old mansion of Marigny de Mandeville, who had
for years, as his guest, Louis Phillippe, son of the duke of Orleans. Young Louis
becoming in later years King of France, and the wealthiest man in all Europe.
Marigny sleeps here in the old cathedral he loved so well, at the foot of the altar
of "Our Lady of Lourdes," Louis, with his ancestors, at the Cathedral of St.
Penis, in France. What a theme for thought, royalty is brushed aside, the new
power of electricity in its place. It removes the ancient landmark, obliterates the
last traces of ancient power and grandeur in Orleans island, making all things
bend to its potent will.

But we are wandering from our subject. The town and district across the
river Mechacebe, the red man's sacred stream is not as interesting, still there is
matter from the traditions of the past. After the departure of le Page du Pratz
homewards in 1734, the site seemed to drop into obscurity and but little is known.
The great river rolled on to the Mexican gulf; the alligators slept indolently in the
sun, while the pelican wandered in the lowland and dense cypress surroundings.
The century waned, and in 1762, the Spanish regime became dominant through the
cession from Louis XV, of the province, to Spain at Fountainebleau, of all the
country known as Louisiana. On August 18, 1769, Don Alexander O'Reilly arrived
in New Orleans with authority to receive possession of the province, no resistance
was made, and on that day at 3 o'clock, at the place d'armes, the French flag was
lowered, that of Spain unfurled and the government passed from the French to the
Spanish authorities.

The cabildo met on December 1, under the presidency of O'Reilly and laws
were enacted for the government, amongst others, for the sale of lands belonging
to the crown, and the governor general required at stated times to contract with
suitable persons styled "pobladores" to colonize the unsettled lands under his
control.

Under these regulations, a large portion of the tract by royal patent, embracing*
all lands between the present line of Verret street and the upper line, now McDon-
ogh, was granted to Louis Borepo, February 3, 1770, through whose title it finally
passed to Bartholomi Duverje, for $18,000, on the 9th of August, 1805, and event-
ually became the original towu of Algiers, meeting the same fate to a considera-
ble extent upon the 20th of October, 1895, as befell its larger neighbor across the
river, when a Franco-Spanish city, on the 8th of December, 1794, "when a strong
north wind was blowing, and in three hours 212 dwellings and stores in the heart of
town were destroyed," The old historical mansion in Algiers, used for many years
as a temple of justice, and known in the olden times as the "Duverje House," the
counterpart of which was the Louisiana State building, at the Colombia exposition
of 1893, perished likewise in the flames with some hundreds of buildings in that
section.

From the rapid reconstruction now progressing upon the tract, another year
the ashes and ruins will have disappeared, a new town will have arisen like the
Phoenix of old, and the sad memories of deprivations of homes and all that was
dear will be a thing of the past.

Under the territorial government of Louisiana the right bank, under the legis-
lative enactment of 1805, was a portioin of the county of Orleans, which included
also Plaquemines and St. Bernard, same was under the jurisdiction of a police jury,
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which provided for its local government, until the annexation to the city by legis-
lative act approved March 14, 1870, when all that portion of the parish on the right
bank of the river became the fifth municipal district of the city of New Orleans.

Close by the river bank for many a year stood the somber dwelling of the phi-
lanthropist whose name is remembered now in stately school edifices throughout
our fair city. Within its walls the owner for twenty-two long years toiled, reflected
and pondered in composing that famous will, wherein his estate of millions was to
accumulate perpetually for future posterity and the glory of his name, the full in-
tent of which testament bearing date of 29th December, 1838, was so contrary to
the jurisprudence of our civil law, that finally it went to Coin-Delisle, Giraud Mar-
cade and other noted French jurists, advocates of the "Cour de Cassation" at Paris,
who, on December 18, 1851, failed to reconcile its analogy to the Code of Napo-
leon, upon which our civil law is founded, wherein all bequests in the nature of
fidei commissa are prohibited. The subsequent litigation upon the vast estate,
divided between New Orleans and Baltimore, McDonogh's birthplace, would be too
tedious to dwell upon.

Down the river to the right still stands intact, with the plantation surroundings,
the Cazelar house, the headquarters of General Morgan, upon the 8th of January,
1815. Victory prevailed at Chalmette, vis a vis, but the glory of that event was
partially dimmed by the flight of Morgan and his troops, who fled to Algiers,
warmly pursued by the British forces. It was in this action that the British ac-
quired the small flag, which now hangs amid the trophies of other wars in White-
hall, London, with this inscription: "Taken at the battle of New Orleans." Upon
one of the guns captured at Cazelars, the victors read: "Taken at the surrender
of Yorktown, 1781."

Before reaching the old plantation alluded to one meets the little hamlet of
Tunisburg. Close by there, old residents still point out where stood until a few
years ago a picturesque cottage, but now crumbled into decay. This was formerly
the home of W. B. Howell, father-in-law of Jefferson Davis, to whom it was sold on
the 3rd of January, 1853. Mr. Davis spent many pleasant days at the old home
when his busy life permitted. Eventually the property was sold under the confis-
cation act of Congress, in 1865. After the demise of Mr. Davis, suit was instituted
in our courts in 1892. The writer appeared for the defendant, who had only ac-
quired by the purchase the life interest of Mr. Davis therein, acknowledging the
correctness of the claim for restitution. Judge Monroe never had a pleasanter
judicial duty assigned him than that of restoring to Mrs. Varina Howell Davis, as
widow, her community half in the old property of her father; to Miss Varina Davis
and Mrs. Margaret Howell Hayes, the residue, as the sole heirs of Jefferson Davis,
their father, to whom in said proportions the property still belongs.

Within the borders of the subject of this sketch many incidents of the past can
be related. 'Twas here that Raphael Semmes assumed command of the Sumter
on the 22d of April, 1861. On the 3d of June ensuing, he formally placed the vessel
in commission. On that day the colors were hoisted for the first time of the
Southern Confederacy. The vessel was then lying in the stream off Lavergne
street. These identical colors were by him subsequently transferred to the Ala-
bama, going down with the latter in the engagement with the Kearsarge at Cher-
bourg, France, on Sunday, June 19, 1864. By the cruel irony of fate, the last flag '
of the same service disappeared with the Webb, when destroyed by her crew to pre-
vent capture by the Federal ships within sight of the lower part of the district,
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