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PREFACE.

These reminiscences of the past it has seemed to me a-duty to
record. Mn actor therein, cireumstances ajforded me exceptional
adrvantages for a better view. I have, in many cases, been a4 witness
to the facts alleged, or have obtuined them from reliable sourees.

The story extends from Freneh Dienville to dmerican Claiborne
and thence to the present doy.  Comupiencing from the period when
superstitution cast a weird veil of mystery aver the great viver which
surronnds ws, and Indian legends peapled every nook of the section
with fantastic ereations of untutored fancy. Jesuit and Carvalier,
Frenehman and Spaniard, Canudian and Youkee, watives of all
climes, in our early dai, intrigued and planned on this soil.  What
wonder, after this vecord, that it s so richly varied, so charming,
so unigue?  History simply repeats itself—as Sound moves in
wares.

[ have confined my story, and nof attempted, for fear of firing
the veader, to relate every ineident of the post. [t has been written
after many a weary days’ duties have ceased, when the residents of
oy sy district weve in stwmber.  If the perusal of these pages
proves of interest to the reader, then may I hope the story and other
data harve nof been given in vain.

war. #. SEYMOUR.

—
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THe ’81“01*2 of p{l‘giers.

HIS town, known by its corporate title as the Fifth district of New Orleaus,

is a part of all that portion of the parish of Orleans on the right bank of the

Mississippi river, commiencing at the parish line of Jefferson, has a front upon

the river of thirteen and a half miles, to within a short distance of the English
turn by a depth of about three miles,

Comprised withih that area are also included the towns of McDonozh and Tu-
nisburg, several sugar plantations, many orange groves, cultivated gardens, dry
docks, two railroads, one of which, with its connections, ends with the Golden Gate
of the far away Pacific coast, evidencing truly that “westward the course of empire
takes its way.” The entire district has a population exceeding 16,000 people,

As a place of residence Algiers is most delightfully situated within a narrow
elbow of the river, which makes the wide crescent on the city side. It has, there-
fore, a freer sweep of the air than the most famous localities of New Orleans. [t
is cooler and purer in atmosphere than in the city.

The first authentic reference to the place is by Le Page du Pmt.z, probably the
earliest lustorian of our State, who was superintendent of the Kings plantation
in 1718, by appoiutmeunt of Louis, King of France, the tract embraced all land
from the fort at Plagqueminegs to the Indian village of Chetimachas (now Dunald-
sonville), thence to Fort Ruosalie; now the cite of Natchez, the section alluded to
bearing at one time the name, also, of the “Company’s Plantation.*  Rice, corn and
imdigo were raised for account of the company, and even exportation to the
Spanish garrison at Pensacola.  Eventually the laborers; African negroes, were all
disposed of to planters on the Germau coast, now kinown as St. James and St.
Charles parishes,

History, traditions and romance tefl us that Bienville found the Indian village
of Tchou-Tchouma, in 1718, where the Bayou St. John bridge is now located.
Years passon. The Baron Carondelet, Spanish governor of the provinees, selected
his country house near the present corner of Carondelet street and the Delord plan-
tation line, whilst his good danie, le baronue, planted her roses a block further
back. Etienne de Bore and the Jesuit fathers cultivated about the same period,
1704, their sugar cane, and planted their oaks upon the ground where Farragut,
Grant aud Banks, one April day rested their forces in 1863, Later on, a little over a
a score of years, and we hehold upon the spot a cotton centennial exposition, with
tributes from all portious of the globe, and view with reverence the old Liberty
Bell of 1776. A new 5t. Charles hotel has arisen for the third time upon the iden-
tical spot where old Mr. Percy planted his vegetables in 1800, for cousumption in
the vieux carre, below the canal, which was subsequently filled, now the most
charming boulevard of the South,

Our city journals sometime past gave an ||1terestmg account of the electric

$5.00 Monthly can buy a good new Piano at GRUNEWALD'S.




4

WM. M. RAILEY, GEO. S. KAUSLER, ALLEN MEHLE,
President. Vice President. Sec, and Treas.

WM. M. RAILEY & CO.,

Fire + Maiine Insurance,

New No. 307 CARONDELET STREET,
REPRESENTING:

Phaanix Inswranee Co., of Hartford, Conn,, - 8 3585,008
Royal Tnsurance Co., of Liverpool, . : 13,000,000
Scottish Union and National, of Edinburel, - 21.723.500
Lion Insurance Co., ¢ Lt ) of London. . 1.208.355
Marine Insnrance Co.. ( Lid ) of London, - a,4N5.0605
Sea Insurancs Co. (L) of I;i\'l']'inllll. ’ A IsL676

LOSSES EQUITABLY ADJUSTED AND
PROMPTLY PAID.

GEO. HERBERT,

200 Olivier Street. Algiers Representative.

2= All these Companies_were largely inter-
ested in the Algiers Fire, and Paid their
Losses Promptly.

DWELLINGS ESPECIALLY SOLICITED-



=t

WM, H. SEYMOUR.



(1]

"TELIE —

.. Barber . .
Asphalt Paving
. . Company . .

- - -

Genuine
Trinidad Lake
Asphalt
Pavements.

S S Y e S S e T S S Y S S e 3

¢

B T o o T S S S e b S =
B S o S S S S S S N

c~eeesse
F. V. GREENE, s President.
E. B. WARREN, - Vice President.
(. K. ROBINSON, - Treasurer. '
J. €. ROCK, - - Necretary.
F. J. BRISTOL, : Ass't Becretary.
P. W. HENRY, . Asx't to President.

e e . Y S Yo ¥
Eleren Miles of Asphalt Povement Laid in New Orleans in
the Last Six Years.
sawaaws
BRANCH OFFICE, HENNEN BUILDING, NEW ORLEANS, LA.



7

power-house just completed on Marigny and Chartres street, but lovers of the old
hallowed memories of the past have not forgotten that upon the same identica)
site, just a century ago, stood the old mansion of Marigny de Mandeville, who bad
for years, as his guest, Louis Phillippe, son of the duke of Orleans. Young Louis
becoming in later years King of France, and the wealthiest man in all Europe.
Marigny sleeps here in the old cathedral he loved so well, at the foot of the altar
of “Our Lady of Lourdes,” Louis, with his ancestors, at the Cathedral of St.
Denis, in France. What a theme for thought, royalty is brushed aside, the new
power of electricity in its place. It removes the anc ent landmark, obliterates the
last traces of ancient power and grandeur m Orleans island, makwmg all things
bend to its potent will. >

But we are wandering from our subject. The town and district across the
river Mechacebe, the red man's sacred stream is not as interesting, still there is
matter from the traditions of the past. After the departure of le Page du Pratz
homewards 1734, the site seemed to drop into obscurity and but little is known.
The great river rolled on to the Mexican gulf; the alligators slept indolently in the
sun, while the pelican wandered in the lowland and dense cypress surroundings,
The century waned, and in 1762, the Spanish regime became dominant through the
cessiom from Louis XV, of the province, to Spain at Fountaincbleau, of all the
couatry known as Louisiana. On August 18, 1769, Don Alexander O'Reilly arrived
in New Orleans with authority to receive possession of the province, no resistance
was made, and on that day at 3 o'clock, at the place d*armes, the French flag was
lowered, that of Spain unfurled and the government passed from the French to the
Spanish authorities. :

The cabildo met on December 1, under the presidency of O'Reilly and laws
were enacted for the government, amongst others, for the sale of lands belonging
to the crown, and the governor general required at stated times to contract with

suitable persons styled “pobladores™ to colonize the unsettled lands under hig
control. 5

Under these regulations, a large portion of the tract by royal patent, embracing’
all lands between the present line of Verret street and the upper line, now McDon-
ogh, was granted to Louis Borepo, February 3, 1770; through whose title it finally
passed to Bartholomi Duverje, for $18,000, on the oth of August, 1805, and event-
ually became the original town of Algiers, meeting the same fate to a considera-
bie extent upon the 20th of October, 18935, as befell its larger neighbor across the
river, when a Franco-Spamsh city, on the 8th of December, 1794, “whena strong
north wind was blowing, and in three hours 212 dwellings and stores in the heart of
town were destroyed,” The old historical mansion in Algiers, used fer many years
as a temple of justice, and known in the olden times as the “Du louse,” the
counterpart of which was the Louisiana State building, at the Cdl ia expuosition
of 1893, perished likewise in the flames with some hundreds of buildings in that
section. -

From the rapid recoustruction now progressing upon the tract, another year
the ashes and ruins will have disappeared, a new town will have ansen like the
Pheenix of old, and the sad memories of deprivations of homes and all thar was
dear will be a thing of the past,

Uuder the territorial government of Louisiana the right bank, under the legis-
lative enactment of 1805, was a portion of the county of Orleans, which mcluded
also Plaquemines and St, Bernard, same was under the jurisdiction of a police jury,
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DUVERJE PLANTATION HOME, ERECTED 1812,
(Subsequently the court house, destroyed by fire Oct. 20, 1895.)
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which provided for its local government, until the annexation to the city by legis-
lative act approved March 14, 1870, when all that portion of the parish on the right
bauk of the river became the fifth municipal district of the city of New Orleans.

Close by the river bank for many a year stood the somber dwelling of the phi-
lanthropist whose name 15 remembered now in stately school edifices throughout
our fair city. Within its walls the owner for twenty-two long years toited, reflected
and pondered in composing that famous will, wherein his estate of millions was to
accumulare perpetually for future posterity and the glory of his name, the full in-
tent of which testament bearing date of 2gth December, 1838, was so contrary to
the jurisprudence of our civil law, that finally it went to Cein-Delisle, Giraud Mar-
cade and other noted French jurists, advocates of the “Cour de Cassation” at Paris,
who, vn December 18, 1851, failed to reconcile its analogy to the Code of Napo-
leon, upon which our civil law is founded, wherein all bequests in the nature of
fidei commissa are prohibited. The subsequemt litigation upon the vast estate,
divided between New Orleans and Baltimore, McDonogh's birthplace, would be too
tedious to dwell upon,

Down the river to the right stiil stands intact, with the plantation surroundings,
the Cazelar house, the headquarters of General Morgan, upon the 8th of January,
1815, Victory prevailed at Chalniette, vis a vis, but the glory of that event was
partially dimmed by the flight of Morgdn and his troops, who fled to Algiers,
warmly pursued by the British forces. It was in this action that the Briush ae-
quired the small flag, which now hangs anmnd the trophies of other wars in White-
hall, London, with this inscription: “Taken at the battle of New Orleans.” Upon
one of the guns captured at Cazelars, thé victors read: “Taken at the surrender
of Yorktown, 1781."

Before reaching the old plantationalluded to one meets the little hamlet of
Tunisburg, Close by there, old residents still poiut out where stood until a few
years agu a picturesque cottage, but now crumbled into decay. This was formerly
the home of W. B. Howell, father-in-law of Jefferson Davis, to wham it was sold on
the 3rd of January, 1853. Mr. Davis spent many pleasant days %t the old home
when his busy life permitted. Eventually the property was sold under the confis-
cation act of Congress, in 1865, After the demise of Mr. Davis, suit was instituted
in our courts in 18g2. 'The writer appeared for the defendant, who had only ac-
quired by the purchase the life interest of Mr. Davis therein, acknowledging the
correctness of the claim for restitution, Judge Monroe never had a pleasanter
judicial duty assigned him than that of restoring to Mrs, Varina Howell Davis, as
widow, her comimunity half in the old property of Her father; to Miss Varina Davis
and Mrs. Margaret Howell Hayes, the residue, as the sole heirs of Jefferson Davis,
their father, to whom in said proportions the property still belongs.

Within the borders of the subject of this'sketch many incidents of the past can
be related. 'Twas here that Raphael Semmes assumed command of the Sumter
on the 22d of April, 1861, On the 3d of June ensuing, he formally placed the vessel
in commission, On that day the colors were hoisted for the first time of the
Southern Confederacy. The vessel was then lying in the stream off Lavergny
street. These identical colors were by him subsequently transferred to the Al
bama, going down with the latter in the engagement with the Kearsarge at Cher?
bourg, Frauce, on Sunday, June 19, 1863. By the cruel irony of fate, the last flag -
of the same service disappeared with the Webb, when destroyed by hercrew to pre-
vent capture by the Federal ships within sight of the lower part of the district,
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